Schedule of Meeting Times:
WKAC 1080 AM Sunday

Study Sunday
Worship Sunday Morn  11:00 AM
Worship Sunday Eve 5:00 PM
Singing every 2™ Sunday evening

7:00 PM

7:30 AM
10:00 AM

Study Wednesday
Preacher / bulletin editor:
Kris Vilander, (256) 472-1065
E-mail: kris@haysmillchurchofchrist.org
Website: www.haysmillchurchofchrist.org

Servants during August:
Songleader: Larry (3), Dwight (10),
Stanley (17), Larry (24), Dwight (31)
Reading: Larry
Announcements: Marty
Table: Mike, Larry, Stanley
Wednesday Lesson: Kris (6), Larry (13),
Stanley (20), Kris (27)

Hays Mill church of Christ
21705 Hays Mill Road
Elkmont, AL 35620

“Brethren, even if anyone is
caught in any trespass, you
who are spiritual, restore
such a one in a spirit of
gentleness; each one
looking to yourself, so that
you too will not be
tempted,”

—Galatians 6:1

Lawn Mowing (week starting): Kris (3),
Marty (10), Stanley (17), Larry (24),
Kris (31)

Area Meetings:

Cartwright, 10-15; Ardmore, 17-20,
Various speakers; Market Street,
9/14-17, Greg Chandler; Pepper
Road, 9/20-24
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By H.E. Phillips

Those who have very little
concern for the lost will not make
much effort to restore them to
the Lord. Those who love the lost
and are concerned about their
eternal destiny will work and
pray for the salvation of their
souls. The difference between
these two groups is the
difference between the spiritual
mind and the carnal mind. This
will depict the zealous and
devout workers in the kingdom
versus the indifferent bench
warmer who finds fault and
criticizes every effort on the part
of the faithful. Galatians 6:1 says:
“Brethren, if a man be overtaken
in a fault, ye which are spiritual,
restore such an one in the spirit
of meekness; considering thyself,
lest thou also be tempted.”
Restoring that one who has been

overcome in a fault requires
more than knocking at the door
and scolding him for his sins. It
involves more than sending a
card, or making a phone call and
talking with generalities. These
things will help show the sinner
that he has someone’s attention,
and that they are expressing
some concern for him. Restoring
the lost requires an attitude of
love for the lost and a respect for
the word of God that propels that
person to seek opportunity to
communicate with the one who
has been overcome with sin and
convince him to repent of his
sins, confess his sins and pray to
God for forgiveness. There are so
many hindrances to getting this
work done. | suppose that is the
reason we have so few who are
willing and ready to attempt to



restore the lost to the Lord. Often
there is little interest in and
desire for the salvation of the lost
in the hearts of those who claim
to restore the lost. These will talk
about how others ought to be
doing the work, but they will
make no effort themselves. Some
will boast of what they have done
in this area, but they sometimes
do more harm than good. The
Holy Spirit said the man to be
“restored” is the one who has
been “overtaken in a fault.” The
word used by the Holy Spirit for
“overtaken” indicates one who
has been caught in sin without
premeditating the sin; his terrible
trespass overcame him. His
“fault” was not simply a mistake
in judgment or a weakness he
may have. It was a serious sin
which would cause him to be lost
in eternity. It does not mean that
the “spiritual” person caught him
in the act of sinning and
therefore has the responsibility
of restoring him. But he does
observe that the person has been
overtaken in sin, and he responds
by trying to “restore” that one.
“...ye which are spiritual, restore
such an one in the spirit of
meekness; considering thyself,
lest thou also be tempted.”
Those who are “spiritual” refer to
the previous chapter where the

works of the flesh are in contrast
to the fruit of the Spirit. Those
who walk in the Spirit will not
fulfill the lusts of the flesh,
Gal 5:16. “If we live in the Spirit,
let us also walk in the Spirit,”
Gal 5:25. There is therefore now
no condemnation to them which
are in Christ Jesus, who walk not
after the flesh, but after the
Spirit,” Rom 8:1. The “spiritual”
one is sometimes too harsh and
cold in his attitude and judgment
of the sins of others. | do not
suggest that one should
compromise with sin to any
degree or in any matter. Sin is sin
and it damns one in hell if he
does not repent. Godliness and
love for the truth do not permit
any deficiency in dealing with sin.
Love and kindness alone, without
conviction and urging
repentance, will not rescue from
sin. If they could, no one would
be lost because God has
unlimited love and kindness
toward mankind. God is no
respecter of persons and we sin if
we show respect to persons,
Acts 10:34,35; Rom 2:11; Jas 2:9.
The restoration of anyone
overtaken in sin is not a penalty,
but an attempt to rescue him
from the consequence of his sin.
It is an act of love, not revenge.
The “spiritual” one is

admonished to give heed to
himself as he goes about the
work of restoring the overtaken.
He is to do it in the spirit of
meekness. In the previous
chapter the fruit of the Spirit
includes love, gentleness and
meekness, Gal 5:22,23. Here the
spirit  of meekness  must
characterize the one who
restores the offender. But he is
also to consider himself lest he
be tempted. Tempted to do
what? Clearly it refers to the
trespass into which the one to be
restored fell. One could hardly
help another out of a situation
into which he himself has fallen,
or is likely to fall. One who has a
reputation for gossiping,
talebearing and lying or adultery
could hardly do much with one
who was overtaken in a terrible
sin which was destroying him.
Could one cry out to another who
is as weak in the same area of
temptation? The deceitful and
seductive nature of sin and the

persistence and subtlety of Satan
should put every Christian on 24
hours a day watch lest he be
overtaken in a trespass. It is even
more important that one watch
himself and pray when he is
trying to recover another from
sin. The “spiritual” person who
attempts to restore the person
overtaken in a trespass must
remember where the power is
that recovers the lost—the
gospel of Christ, Rom 1:16.
Opinions, personal evaluations of
behavior, psychological analysis
and conformity to
denominational doctrines will
not restore anyone. We must
teach the truth and encourage
those who are in sin to repent
and turn to the Lord for the
forgiveness of their sins. Every
Christian who loves the lost,
especially those who have fallen
away, will put forth every effort
to “restore such an one” to the

Lord.
—via Searching the Scriptures, Jan 1989 L1
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Pam McNatt’s condition is
still serious. Chandler continues
to improve. Betty is to have her
neck port removed, and one put
in her arm. Donna Craig’s
daughter Crystal lost her

husband last week. Please pray
for Callie H; Carolyn; Deborah
and Serenity; Hazel;, Pam B,
Kaylee, Julie and Violet; and

John, Sylvia, and Paige Pollard.
jy



